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INTRODUCING  OUR  NEW 
PRESIDENT 

MR.  MICHAEL  TRAMTE 


Pete  Phillips  asked  me  to 
rite  a little  something  about 
rself  since  most  members 
robably  do  not  know  who  I am, 
'.nee  I have  never  been  a dealer 
|:  written  an  numismatic  articles 
>r  publication,  so  here  goes. 

My  family  and  I started 
ollecting  coins  in  1954  (I  was  8 
?ars  old ) . My  collecting 
iterests  have  ranged  from 
madian  coins,  tokens  and 
irrency  to  U.S.  coins  before 
500,  Milwaukee  national  bank 
>tes,  Milwaukee  and  Green  Bay 
.vil  War  store  cards,  Large 


cents , and  gold  scales  and 
counterfeit  detectors.  In 

addition  I have  amassed  somewhat 
of  a numismatic  library  over  the 
years . 

We  were  fortunate  in  that 
when  we  started  collecting  you 
were  still  able  to  find  all  the 
Lincoln  cents  and  sane  Indian 
Heads  besides  in  circulation.  I 
can  still  remember  going  with  my 
father  to  the  bank  to  pick- 
up a fifty  dollar  bag  of  pennies 
( later  increased  to  one  hundred 
dollars)  each  week  to  search  for 
pennies  needed  for  our 
collections . Over  the  years  I 
believe  we  found  at  least  one 
complete  Lincoln  set  with  the 
exception  of  the  1931-s,  there 
was  a lot  of  excitement  when  a 
1909-S-VDB  was  found  or  a 1914- 
D.  Now  a days  its  hard  to  find  a 
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wheat  cent  in  circulation  let 
alone  a key  date. 

Having  grown-up  in  suburban 
Milwaukee  and  having  a father  who 
was  very  active  with  the 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  it 
only  follows  that  I also  became 
active  with  the  MNS.  My  father 
held  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
MNS  for  approximately  20  years 
until  his  death  in  1980.  After 
my  fathers  death  my  mother  has 
been  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of 
the  MNS.  Before  moving  to  Green 
Bay  in  1978  I held  numerous 
elective  offices  of  the  MNS. 
Since  1958  I have  been  involved 
in  almost  every  show  hosted  by 
the  MNS  and  have  served  in 
various  capacities,  one  of  my 
parents,  however,  has  been 
involved  in  every  show  which  the 
MNS  has  hosted. 

I have  been  actively 
involved  with  NOW  since  1983  when 
I was  appointed  Secretary/ 
Treasurer  by  Harold  Helm.  In  the 
subsequent  years  I was  elected  to 
the  Board  and  Vice  Presidency.  I 
am  a life  member  of  the  ANA  and 
MNS  and  also  a member  of  the 
Early  American  Coppers  (EAC), 
Central  States,  TAMS,  and  Civil 
War  Token  Society  in  addition  to 
NOW. 


CONVENTION  WRAP-UP 

On  behalf  of  NOW  I would 
like  to  give  a sincere  THANK  YOU 
to  the  hard  working  members  of 
the  Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  for 
their  efforts  in  hosting  our 
30th  Anniversary  Convention. 


The  Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 
members  did  their  usual  excellent 
job  at  organizing  the  shoe  and 
Bourse  Chairman,  Randy  Miller, 
could  not  have  worked  harder  at 
presenting  a successful  bourse. 
The  Paper  Valley  Hotel  and 
Conference  Center  is  a beautiful 
facility  offering  an  excellent 
bourse/exhibit  area , meeting 
rooms  and  hotel  under  one  roof . 
I was  disappointed  in  both  the 
number  of  people  attending  the 
show  and  the  number  of  dealers  in 
attendance.  It  makes  me  wonder, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  Board, 
if  we  might  be  better  off  holding 
a one  day  annual  show  when 
outside  of  Milwaukee  or  possibly 
holding  the  show  earlier  in  the 
season. 

In  addition  to  my  being 
elected  President  at  the 
Convention , Fred  Borgmann  was 
elected  Vice  President,  elected 
to  the  Board  were  Roy  Jonas , 
Randy  Miller,  and  Nancy  Wilson. 
Tom  snyder  of  Wauwatosa  was 
appointed  to  the  Board  to  fill 
the  vacancy  that  existed  after 
the  election. 

Sane  of  the  actions  taken  by 
the  Board  on  Saturday,  May  19, 
include  an  increase  in  dues  to 
$4.00  (it  cost  over  $5.00  a year 
to  produce  and  mail  the  NOW  NEWS) 
effective  immediately  and  an 
increase  in  Life  Membership  to 
$80.00  from  $60.00  effective 
January  1,  1991.  An  invitation 
by  the  Madison  Coin  Club  to  host 
the  1993  state  show  was  accepted. 

I would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  members 
of  NOW  for  my  election.  During 
the  upcoming  years  I hope  we  will 
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ee  an  increase  in  membership  and 
stronger  financial  position 

com  which  NOW  can  operate. 

Numismatically  yours, 
Mike  Tramte 

NOW  NOW  NOW  NOW  NOW  NOW  NOW  NOW 


WAUKESHA" S WOODEN  TOKEN 


Waukesha  Coin  Club  has  a 
L990  Wooden  Token  available  and 
can  be  obtained  by  sending  509 
and  a self  address  stamped 
envelope.  Also  available  are 
Waukesha  Coin  Club  wooden  nickels 
from  previous  years . Interested 
oersons  can  obtain  a 1990  Wooden 
Token  and  7 different  wooden 
lickels  from  previous  years  for 
?2.00  and  a large  self  address 
stamped  envelope.  Please  send  to 
Waukesha  Coin  Club,  1912  Laura 
^ane,  Waukesha,  WI  53186. 
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******************************** 


'We  need...  | 

The  Board  of  Governors  voted  to  increase 
dues  to  $4  per  year  effective  January  1, 
1991,  (still  a bargain)  and  Life 
Memberships  will  be  $80...  but  until  then, 
only  $60  will  make  you  a life  member. 
(Now  that's  a real  bargain.) 

Presently  we  have  423  Members.  At  the 
show  we  signed  up  1 1 new  new  members,  7 
renewals,  and  one  new  life  member. 


Y Congratulations ! 


Chet  Krause,  Krause  Publication's 
chairman  of  the  board  and  founder,  has 
been  named  the  1990  Wisconsin  Small 
Business  Person  of  the  Year  by  the  United 
States  SBA.  The  May  issue  of  the 
"Entrepreneur  Magazine"  also  highlighted 
Chet  along  with  the  winners  of  4 other 
states. 

Chet  is  one  of  NOW's  founders  and  a past- 
president. 

The  first  issue  of  Numismatic  News  was 
published  in  1952  and  Krause  Publications 
has  grown  to  become  the  nation's  largest 
hobby  publisher  reaching  more  than  2 
million  people  world-wide.  Current  Krause 
publication  titles  number  over  30,  including 
Bank  Note  Reporter,  Numismatic  News, 
World  Coin  News,  Old  Cars  Weekly, 
Baseball  Card  News,  Gun  List,  Toy  Shop  & 
Rural  Builder.  If  you're  in  the  lola  area, 
stop  in,  say  hello  and  tour  his  big,  new 
plant. 
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PICTURES  COURTESY  OF  NEVA  HEIM. 


NANCY  WILSON  & BOB  VAN  RYZIN 


GENE  & IRENE  JOHNSON 


HAROLD  HELM  & BOB  VAN  RYZIN 


FROM  LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  RON  & PHYLLIS 
CALKINS,  GENE  & IRENE  JOHNSON, 
PETE  & ROTH  ANN  PHILLIPS. 


THE  EDITORIAL  STAFF  OF  THE  NOW  NEWS  REGRETS  THAT  OUR  CAMERA  DECIDED  TO  TAK 
A VACATION  FROM  TAKING  PICTURES. 
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ConventHon  Highlights 

Another  NOW  Convention  has  passed  into 
our  Numismatic  History  Book.  Members  of 
the  Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  worked  hard 
hosting  this  year's  show  --  they  were  also 
celebrating  their  30th  anniversary. 

One  of  the  highlights  was  a "Mystery  Night 
Dinner"  get-together  planned  by  Dick  & 
Bernie  Anderson.  At  first  we  thought  the 
"mystery"  was  the  time  the  bus  would 
arrive  --  but  31  hungry  NOW  members 
finally  were  on  our  way  and  we  ended  up  at 
the  'Grainery'.  We  told  Dick  we  didn't 
want  corn  muffins  or  oatmeal  but  since  Dick 
was  already  out  the  door  and  the  driver 
wouldn't  "drive  on",  we  stayed  for  a very 
nice  dinner  and  enjoyable  conversations 
with  old  friends.  (Nice  dinner  is  a vast 
understatement!!)  We  returned  to  our  hotel 
rooms  happy  and  tired  (and  a little 
chubbier). 

Sunday  morning  we  awoke  with  the  birds  in 
order  to  attend  the  Awards  Breakfast  at 
7:30  a.m.  After  another  BIG  meal, 
Awards  were  announced  for  exhibits  and 
winners  of  Writer's  Guild  articles  Then 
for  a Grand  Finale,  Dick  Anderson  donated 


and  presented  to  Gene  Johnson  a special 
money  clip  holding  a crisp,  new  $$  Bill  to 
show  our  appreciation  for  his  help  over  the 
past  30  years.  Irene  Johnson  was  given  a 
small  gift  of  appreciation  for  her  help  with 
typing  and  preparing  NOW  News.  Gene  & 
Irene  promised  they  were  not  retiring  from 
NOW  — just  the  NOW  News  editorship. 


CSNS 

We  enjoyed  chatting  with  Bob  Douglas, 
Sec/Treas  of  the  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society,  whose  table  was  next 
to  ours.  Bob  came  in  from  Hiawatha,  Iowa. 

we l com  « 

To  new  President  Mike  Tramte,  Vice 
President  Fred  Borgmann  and  re-elected 
Governors  Roy  Jonas,  Randy  Miller  and 
Nancy  Wilson.  New  to  the  Board  will  be 
Tom  Snyder  who  was  appointed  by  Pres 
Tramte  to  fill  the  other  opening. 

Riff  1 e 

Although  I don't  know  who  the  big  winners 
of  our  coin  show  raffle  were,  the  Fox 
Valley  Coin  Club  and  NOW  are  planning 
another  of  these  money  making  events.  We 
are  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one  raffle  by 
the  state  license.  Look  for  more  details 
later  on  and  buy,  buy  tickets. 

Thanks 

The  Wilsons  presented  a nice  check  to  us 
from  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 
for  our  share  of  the  sale  of  souvenir  cards 
and  elongated  cents  which  were  sold  at  last 
fall's  NOW  show. 

Remember 

If  you  have  any  articles,  tidbits  or  help 
with  future  publications,  send  them  to 
Peter  Phillips,  3329  Wells  Avenue, 
Madison,  Wl  537  M. 
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WOODEN  MONEY 

A Brief  History  And  As  A Hobby 
By  Dan  W.  Scheid  - WNWA 

This  article  has  been  written  in  three  parts  - Part  1.  A brief  history, 
Part  2.  Enjoying  the  hobby,  and  Part  3.  Terminology  used.  Some  of  the 
information  caries  from  Numismatic  News  (Iola,  WI),  Chris  Johns,  Editor  of 
Timber  Lines,  and  Ruby  Threlkeld,  Secretary  of  DWMC.  I would  like  to  thank 
these  sources  for  their  help. 

Part  1.  A Brief  History 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  list  all  of  the  many  items  hobbyists 
collect.  First  in  mind  for  many  persons  are  antiques,  coins  and  paper 
money,  stamps  and  precious  metal  tokens.  However,  the  list  can  go  on- 
and-on.  A few  of  the  many  items  that  are  collected  could  include  wooder 
money,  political  items,  Olympic  and  World's  Fair  items,  old  checks,  tokens 

(amusement,  casino  & gaming,  Civil  War,  tax,  transportation  ),  elongated 

coins,  numismatic  errors,  old  stocks  and  bonds  and  many  more.  In  January, 
1990  Numismatic  News  (January  23,  1990)  listed  176  national,  regional  anc 
state  numismatic  organizations.  This  did  not  include  the  thousands  of  local 
numismatic  clubs  throughout  the  nation  or  the  hundreds  more  of' 
non-numismatic  groups. 

WOODEN  MONEY  is  the  collectible  DWMC  and  this  article  is  most  concerned 
about.  There  are  two  national  organizations  which  cater  to  wooden  mone> 
enthusiasts  — our  Dedicated  Wood  Money  Collectors  and  the  International 
Organizations  which  specialize  in  wooden  money.  There  are  some  collectors 
who  sneer  at  the  mention  of  wooden  money  believing  it  to  be  little  more 
than  a promotion  piece  created  by  modern-day  merchants,  coin  club  officers 
and  individuals.  Such  is  not  the  case.  Historians  have  traced  wooden  mone} 
back  to  the  12th  century,  and  legend  has  it  that  it  was  first  used  durinc 
the  Byzantine  Empire  (Eastern  Roman  fron  about  476-1453  AD). 

In  our  century,  Tenino,  Washington  claims  to  be  the  first  place  in  the 
modern  world  to  issue  wooden  money  printed  on  slices  of  spruce  or  red  cedar, 
known  as  "slicewood"  (Numismatic  News  July  25,  1989).  Their  first  issue 
came  out  in  1932,  and  was  given  to  bank  depositors  who  pledged  a quarter  oi 
their  bank  balances  to  back  the  issue.  This  was  truly  a numismatic  item. 
By  the  end  of  1933  a total  of  eight  separate  issues  has  been  made,  totaling 
$10,308  in  face  value,  of  which  only  $40  was  ever  redeemed.  This  is  one  oi 
the  most  famous  and  rarest  pieces  of  woods  (called  script)  ever  issued. 
It's  purpose  during  the  "Depression  Days"  was  to  overcome  the  shortage  oi 
U . S . currency . 
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iter  the  script  idea  was  dropped.  Sane  merchants  and  the  Chamber  of 
xnmerce  from  Tenino  still  issue  wooden  money  on  a regular  basis  (not  in 
:ript  form  which  now  would  be  illegal).  There  are  from  time-to-time  other 
.aims  to  be  the  "first"  wood,  but  they  are  hard  to  verify.  In  the 
toruary,  1990  issue  of  Timber  Lines,  a person  fron  Illinois  stated  that  he 
is  a Chicago  World's  Fair  1933  issue  which  he  believes  was  the  first  wooden 
.ckel.  An  illustration  of  another  bank  using  wooden  money  as  "script" 
ipposedly  occurred  in  1964.  Although  this  has  not  been  verified,  the  bank 
■oduced  a wood  during  the  silver  shortage  which  was  soon  called  in  by  the 
jvernment  as  illegal  coinage.  However,  sane  of  these  may  still  be  in  the 
;>ssession  of  collectors.  The  pieces  has  some  wording  having  to  do  with 
demption  which  made  them  illegal.  Wood  money  needs  to  be  redeemable  only 
..  one  specific  place  (such  as  merchant  "good  fors").  Still  another  rare 
■pe  of  wooden  money  was  issued  in  Blaine,  Washington  in  1933.  These  are  in 
eat  demand  by  collectors  as  are  the  Tenino  woods.  There  are  probably  only 
. dozen  or  so  collectors,  from  the  thousands  who  collect,  who  have  any  of 
lese  rare  varieties. 

There  are  also  other  interesting  "stories"  concerning  wooden  money, 
ue  concerns  an  incident  back  in  the  1950s  involving  10,000  wooden  coins 
oduced  by  the  Sparks,  Nevada,  Chamber  of  Commerce  which,  intentionally  or 
:>t,  were  the  exact  dimensions  of  a silver  dollar  ( Numismatic  News ) , 
..'bruary  27,  1990).  In  a short  time  sane  of  the  more  enterprising  citizens 
< scovered  that  they  would  work  "as  is"  in  the  one-armed  bandits  of  the  day 
id  needed  only  slight  reworking  to  operate  some  of  the  rest  of  the  dollar 
i. chines.  This  unintended  use  for  wooden  coins  ultimately  resulted  in  an 
.lendment  to  the  Nevada  gambling  code,  providing  for  a six-month  jail  term 
id  a $500  fine  for  using  anything  but  a coin  minted  by  the  U.S.  Mint  in  any 
< mbling  device.  Today,  the  primary  use  for  wooden  money  involves  merchant 
ood  fors",  marking  special  events,  and  for  pranotion. 


Part  2.  Enjoying  The  Hobby  Will  Appear  In  Next  Issue 
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SHOW 

SCHEDULE 

June  23-24  RHINELANDER 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club  Show 
Nicolet  College 

Chairman:  Bill  Reardon,  P.0.  Box 

126,  Rhinelander,  WI  54501 


June  29-July  1 MILWAUKEE 

Errorama  1990 

MECCA  Convention  Center 

6th  & Kilbourn  Streets 

Chairman:  Len  Roosmalen,  P.O. 

Box  3115,  Madison,  WI  53704 


August  19 WISCONSIN  DELLS 

Baraboo  Coin  Club 
Holiday  Inn  (Holidome) 

Hwy  13,  off  I 90  & 94 
Chairman:  Robert  Blaschke,  P.O. 

Box  420,  Baraboo,  WI  53913 


September  9 LA  CROSSE 

La  Crosse  Coin  Club 
Midway  Motor  Lodge 
1835  Rose  street 

Chairman:  Dick  Puent,  1911  Adams 

Street,  La  Crosse,  WI. 


September  16 FOND  DU  LAC 

Fond  Du  Lac  Coin  Club 
American  Legion  Bldg. 

500  Fond  Du  Lac  Avenue 
Chairman:  Fond  Du  Lac  Coin  Club, 

P.O.  Box  952,  Fond  Du  Lac,  WI 


September  23 ROCKFORD,  IL 

Rockford  Coin  Club 
Rockford  Inn  & Hoffman  House 
7550  E.  State  St.  (Bus.  RT  20) 
Jhairrvvan:  Ralph  Winquest,  1004  C 

Street,  Rockford,  II  61107 


September  28-30  MILWAUKEE 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 
4th  & Kilbourn  Streets 
Chairman:  Milwaukee  Numismatic 

Society,  P.O.  Box  27185, 

Milwaukee,  WI  53277 


October  14 OCONOMOWOC 

Cooney  Numismatists 
Oconomowoc  Community  Center 
Chairman:  Roy  Jonas,  7511  N. 

Shore  Dr . , Oconomowoc , WI . 


October  20 TQMAH 

Tomah  Coin  Club 
American  Legion  Club 
Elroy, WI. 

Chairman:  William  Rabe,  RT.  4, 

Box  345,  Tomah,  WI  54660 


October  21 GREEN  BAY 

Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Chairman:  Roger  A Bohn,  1345 

Ponderosa  Avenue,  Green  Bay,  WI 


October  27 SHEBOYGAN 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 
Municipal  Armory 
516  Broughton  Dr. 

Chairman:  Edwin  Rautmann,  1652 

Riverdale  Avenue,  Sheboygan,  WI. 


1991  1991  1991  1991  1991 


March  3 Racine 
March  10  Kenosha 
March  17  Madison 
May  4 & 5 Oshkosh  (NOW) 


********************************* 
BE  SURE  TO  SEND  US  YOUR  SHOW 
SCHEDULE  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE. 

********************************* 


-9- 


Change  your  place  of  residence? 
Send  your  brand  new  address  to 
Secretary  Ron  Calkins  today  I 


COLLECTOR  OF 
COMMUNION  TOKENS 


2105  Oakridge  Avenue  • Madison,  Wl  53704 
608-244-7314 


COLLECTOR  OF 
POTTY  COINS 


2105  Oakridge  Avenue  • Madison,  Wl  53704 
608-244-7314 
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BETWEEN  THE 
BOOKENDS 


WORLD  PAPER  MONEY 

WORLD  PAPER  MONEY,  $49.00  plus 
$2.50  shipping,  Krause 

Publications,  700  E.  State  St., 
Iola,  WI  54990. 


The  113 6 -page  STANDARD 
CATALOG  OF  WORLD  PAPER  MONEY,  6th 
edition,  Vol.  II,  General  Issues 
remains  the  most  comprehensive 
world  paper  money  reference  ever 
assembled.  This  large, 
attractive , hard-bound  volume 
brings  forth  coverage  of  the  many 
varied  legal  tender  paper 
currency  issues  circulated  by 
nearly  300  past  and  current 
governments  of  the  world,  from 
the  late  1600s  to  the  present. 


The  main  thrust  of  the  new 
6th  edition  focuses  on  pricing. 
More  than  21,300  notes  from  265 
note-issuing  authorities  are 
listed  in  up  to  three  grades  of 
preservation.  There's  more  than 
9,750  original  photos  are 
included  to  help  accurately 
attribute  notes. 


Each  country  is  listed 
alphabetically,  accompanied  by  a 
brief  historical  overview  to 
parallel  the  development  of  that 
country's  paper  money  system. 


"It  should  be  an  integral  part  of 
any  world  paper  money  collectors' 
reference  library." 
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HE  COIN  ATLAS , Facts  on  life, 
nc. , 460  Park  Avenue  South,  New 
ork,  NY  10016,  PRICE:  $40. 

ince  the  renaissance,  coins  have 
sen  a unique  source  of 
asination  to  historians  and 
Electors  alike.  THE  COIN  ATLAS 
rovides  the  1st  country-by- 
auntry  account  of  world  coin- 
ge.  Profusely  illustrated  and 
ae  only  resouce  of  its  kind,  and 
ae  world  of  coinage  from  its 
rigins  to  present  day.  With  an 
itroduction  by  the  ANA,  is  the 
Bfinitive  guide  to  determing  & 
apreciating  the  history  of 
ains.  With  more  than  1,100 
lotos  & drawings  as  well  as 
)0  maps,  THE  COIN  ATLAS  provides 
unigue  index  to  world  history 
>r  both  the  general  readers  & 
ie  serious  collector. 


Coin  ® World 

COMPREHENSIVE 

CATALOG  & 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

of  United  States  Coins 


including  PRE-FEDERAL  COINAGE,  PIONEER  GOLD  and  PATTERNS 


Includes  all  American  coins  — from  Colonial  and  Early  States 
coinage  up  to  current  issues  of  the  United  States  Mint 


Complete  coverage  of  pattern  pieces  and  pioneer  issues 
More  than  800  actual-sized  photographs 

COIN  WORLD  COMPREHENSIVE  CATALOG 
AND  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  U.S.  COINS 

Send  to:  Coin  World  Books,  P.O. 
box  150,  Sidney,  OH,  45365. 
$19.95  soft  cover;  $35.  hard 

cover.  This  comprehensive 

catalog  of  464  pages  of 

historical  facts , fascinating 
examples  of  designs,  accurate 

information  on  alloys,  mintages, 
sizes  & shapes.  Concise  logical 
listings  by  denominations  are 

extensively  illustrated  with  over 
800  actual-sized  photos.  This 
book  contains  everything  you  need 
to  know  about  U.S.  coinage. 


i 
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numismatic  i 

Canadian  slabs 
debut  to  mixed 
dealer  reviews 


. . .words  on  numismatics  have  been  published  in  the 
pages  of  Krause  Publications  titles  since  1952. 


When  it  comes  to 
numismatic  knowledge,  our 
publications  speak  for 
themselves.  That’s  why 
collectors  and  investors  alike 
look  to  our  flagship 
publication,  NUMISMATIC 
NEWS,  as  the  hobby  leader. 

The  latest  hobby  news, 
timely  delivery,  the  hobby’s 
only  full-time  Washington 
News  Bureau,  trustworthy 
advertising  and  a 
comprehensive 


overview  of  the  hobby  that’s 
second  to  none.  You’ll  get  all 
this,  and  more,  every  week  in 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS. 

Delivering  The  News  — It’s 
What  We  Do  Best! 


numismatic  n£Wf 

FEATURING  COIN  MARKET  ■ M^0  WW  W 


700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990 


CONGRATULATIONS 
JOHN  AND  NANCY  WILSON 
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Long-time  hobby  supporters 
ohn  and  Nancy  Wilson  of 
ilwaukee  are  the  latest 
ecipients  of  the  coveted 
umismatic  Ambassadors  Award. 

The  Wilsons  received  the 
nbassadors  Award  during  the 
oril  7th  banquet  at  Central 
tates  Numismatic  Society  by 
cause  Publications  senior  vice 
resident  Clifford  Mishler.  They 
re  the  13  th  husband-and-wife 
Barn  to  have  received  the 
nbassador  Award  during  its  17- 
sar  history. 

Nancy  Wilson  started  to 
illect  coins  in  the  1940s.  John 
Llson  was  drawn  into  the  hobby 
/ his  wife  in  the  mid-70s. 
Lnce  the , both  have  moved  into 
itional  prominence. 

Nancy  is  currently  serving 
Br  2nd  term  on  the  board  of 
ivernors  of  ANA,  while  John,  is 
member  of  the  CSNS  governing 
Dard.  Both  are  members  of  many 
lin  clubs  including  NOW,  MNS, 
id  SSCC.  They  have  served  as 
Eficers  in  these  clubs.  The 
Llsons  are  also  nationally  known 
ir  their  award-winning  exhibits 
id  support  of  youth  activities. 

Both  have  been  recipients  of 
iholarships  to  the  ANA  Summer 
inference  offered  by  the 
Llwaukee  Clubs.  Nancy  received 
le  award  3 times , being 
^cognized  by  both  the  MNS  and 
le  SSCC,  while  John  has  twice 
sen  honored  with  the  award  for 
Ls  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  MNS. 


The  Wilsons  have  also  garnered 
several  literary  awards , both 
having  been  recipients  of  the 
Elston  Bradford  Award  awarded  by 
CSNS. 

In  addition , they  produce 
their  own  series  of  souvenir 
cards , which  are  presented  at 
various  numismatic  functions. 

The  Numismatic  Ambassadors 
Award  is  given  for  selfless 
devotion  to  the  hobby. 
Recipients  are  chosen  by  their 
peers , those  who  have  already 
been  honored  for  work  on  behalf 
of  numismatics. 

Hie  editors  of  NOW  NEWS  vent 
to  extent  their  congratulations 
to  John  and  Nancy  for  receiving 
the  Ambassadors  Award. 


» 
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Anybody  who  has  chased  down  "leads"  or  "tips"  in  our  hobby,  will  get  a 
kick  out  of  Jim  Hannifan's  experiences  way  back  in  the  good  old  days. 

By  Jim  Hannifan 

Here  is  another  story.  There  was  a fella  who  was  an  engineer  on  the 
railroad  who  called  up  one  day  and  said;  "Jim,  do  you  want  to  buy  sane  nice 
1909  VDB  cents?  I told  him,  "sure,  I'll  be  right  over."  When  I saw  what  he 
had,  I asked  him,  "where  in  the  dickens  did  you  get  all  these  bright  new 
looking  coins?"  It  turned  out  a railroad  conductor  he  knew  had  worked  the 
First  National  Bank  in  Portage  in  his  early  years  before  he  went  to  work  for 
the  railroad,  and  had  a small  bag  full  of  the  shiny  cents. 

When  I examined  the  little  bag,  there  were  5 conmon  Civil  War  tokens  in 
the  bunch  which  led  me  to  believe  there  might  be  Indian  head  cents  from 
about  that  time  also.  There  were  80  of  the  1909  VDB  cents,  and  I asked,  "is 
this  all  of  them?"  He  replied  that  he  had  kept  out  15  for  himself,  and  what 
would  I give  his  friend  for  the  bunch.  I did  sane  fast  mental  arithmetic 
and  gave  him  a price,  although  I had  a suspicion  that  I was  really  paying 
for  all  the  coins  including  those  he  had  kept  for  himself.  But,  guess  he 
was  entitled  to  something  for  steering  me  to  what  was  left.  He  and  the  man 
who  owned  the  coins  were  both  satisfied,  and  so  was  I. 

I let  an  old  friend  from  Portage  have  a few  of  the  beautiful  coins,  and 
took  the  rest  to  a coin  show  where  I traded  them  to  Mr.  Dunn,  a dealer  from 
Sheboygan  for  a nice  Barber  half  dollar.  Seems  every  now  and  then  one  of 
those  nice  surprises  cone  along! 

There  is  a possible  lot  of  "good  for"  tokens  down  at  Fox  Lake  that  I 
remember.  Don't  know  if  the  tokens  are  still  available  or  not,  but  will 
tell  you  what  I can  about  them.  Back  when  I could  get  around  and  search  for 
them,  I stopped  in  several  gin  mills  in  Fox  Lake  one  day  asking  if  they  had 
an  accumulation  of  "good  for"  tokens.  I drew  a blank  at  place  after  place 
until  the  last  bar  where  the  owner  said  that  the  woman  who  ran  the  place 
before  he  bought  her  out  had  a few  tokens  she  took  with  her  when  she  left. 
He  told  me  her  name  and  where  she  lived  and  I headed  there  hoping  she  would 
still  have  them. 

Well,  I found  the  lady,  and  felt  pretty  awkward  trying  to  get  my  idea 
across  on  how  I found  out  about  her  and  the  tokens,  and  after  awhile  I got 
the  idea  I was  only  annoying  her,  and  put  my  carcass  in  reverse  and  got  out 
of  there.  I never  went  back,  but  every  time  I go  by  that  place  on  Highway 
33,  I still  think  about  that  visit.  That  old  tomato  didn't  have  the  the 
warm  friendly  personality  that  made  you  want  to  came  back!  If  she  had  no 
husband,  I can  see  why! 

In  the  depression  years  there  were  people  selling  illegal  alcohol  due 
to  national  prohibition,  and  in  Portage  we  had  our  share.  The  biggest 
proportions  were  down  on  my  end  of  town,  the  poor  section.  This  is  where 
the  town  started  and  where  the  old  run  down  houses  and  shacks  were,  an  area 
that  flooded  every  spring.  Our  street  was  like  a floating  bug,  paved  with 
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cinders,  (gratis  from  the  railroad),  not  a place  where  people  had  extra 
dimes  to  spend  on  collector  coins. 

Every  so  often,  the  Federal  Agents  made  a raid  on  the  town,  on  occasion 
they  would  come  up  with  some  new  names,  but  more  often  they  would  be 
"repeaters. " 

One  of  the  "regulars"  was  on  my  paper  route,  and  it  often  took  more 
time  to  collect  for  the  paper  than  it  did  to  deliver  for  the  whole  two 
weeks.  The  family  name  was  Mallards,  but  everyone  called  them  by  the 
nickname  "Bull  Rags."  One  day  I went  to  collect  for  the  paper  and  they 
asked  me  to  cane  in  and  wait  while  they  looked  for  enough  to  pay  for  two 
weeks,  (36  cents).  I looked  for  a chair  to  sit  down,  but  every  chair  was 
cluttered  except  one  shaky  chair  at  the  table.  On  the  table  was  about  9 
cents  in  small  change  and  a couple  of  what  I now  know  to  be  "good  for" 
tokens  that  they  must  have  accepted  as  money  for  a drink  of  bootleg  booze. 
Also  on  that  strong  old  wooden  table  was  old  fashioned  washtub  with  a white 
enamel  pail  setting  in  it  packed  all  around  with  ice.  This  pail  has  a piece 
of  mosquito  netting  covering  it,  with  a handle  of  a dipper  sticking  out  thru 
a hole  in  it. 

I had  seen  this  dispensing  of  home  brew  before,  you  lifted  the  netting 
to  free  the  dipper,  then  used  the  dipper  to  push  some  of  the  dead  flies 
aside  and  dip  out  your  drink  before  they  returned  to  the  cleared  area! 

Bull  Rags  were  always  caught  when  the  Federals  raided  the  town.  Guess 
the  experiences  on  the  paper  route  with  coin  collecting  and  bootlegging  were 
a part  of  my  liberal  education! 


Attention  ANA  Members! 


The  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  & 
The  South  Shore  Coin  Club 
strongly  urge  you  to  be  sure  to  vote  for  our 


NANCY  WILSON  for  the  next 
ANA  Board  of  Governors. 


Remember  - A VOTE  for  NANCY  WILSON  is  a 


VOTE  FOR  NUMISMATICS! 
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Update  on  Fred  Borgraann ' s article 
on  Prison  of  War  metals  that 
appeared  in  the  spring  issue. 

FROM  SAGAN  TO  MOOSBURG,  PART  II 
By  Fred  J.  Borgmann  - WNWA 

There  is  a fifth  medal. 

Medal  # 5 is  25mrn  in 
diameter.  The  obverse  features  a 
loaded  baby  carriage  below  the 
legend  "EVACUATION  OF  NURNBERG." 
On  the  reverse  is  the  coiled 
inscription  "NURNBERG  - FEUCHT  - 
NEUMARKT  - BERCHING  - STEINBACH  - 
GAMMELSDORF  - MOOSBURG." 

All  the  medals  were  minted 
by  the  Colorado  Badge  and  Novelty 
Co.  of  Denver,  Colorado,  in 
bronze,  silver  and  gold  plated 
versions.  Based  on  the  responses 
to  my  article  in  the  EX-POW 
BULLETIN,  the  silver  versions 
must  be  the  most  common  followed 
distantly  by  the  bronzes.  No  one 
reported  owning  any  of  the  gold 
plated  versions. 

Many  years  from  now  after  we 
have  all  passed  on  to  our  final 
rewards  these  medals  will  remain 
to  remind  future  generations  of 
the  American  POW's  held  in  WWII 
Germany  and  what  they  had  to 
endure.  Therefore  the  creator  of 
these  historically  significant 
medals  is  a man  to  whom  we  all 
owe  a debt  of  gratitude . That 
man  is  John  E.  Welles. 

As  a POW,  Lt.  Welles  was 
part  of  the  group  that  secretly 
made  maps,  compasses  and  counter- 
feit German  documents.  He  also 
made  castings  of  wings  and  other 


insignia  with  the  solder  salvaged 
from  tin  cans. 

The  medals  in  question 
started  as  wooden  models  carved 
out  of  scrap  with  a pocket  knife. 
Molds  were  then  made  using  German 
soap  ("a  bar  of  clay")  and  the 
medals  were  cast  in  the  salvaged 
lead  solder.  The  large  medal  was 
carved  in  Sagan  and  the  smaller 
ones  in  Moosburg. 

Because  demand  was  much 
greater  than  the  supply  of  solder 
Lt.  Welles  passed  around  his 
wooden  models  and  complied  a list 
of  those  who  would  be  interested 
in  buying  the  medals  after  the 
war.  After  returning  to  the 
States  in  1945,  Mr.  Welles  made 
the  arrangements  to  have  the 
medals  struck  and  the  interested 
EX-POWs  were  notified.  All 
orders  had  to  include  a five 
dollar  preproduction  deposit  as 
required  by  the  manufacturer. 
Over  7,000  orders  were  received 
and  filled. 

The  only  sad  note  to  an 
otherwise  happy  ending  is  that 
the  original  wooden  models  were 
lent  by  Mr.  Welles  to  a traveling 
EX-POW  exhibition  along  with  some 
other  items , none  of  which  were 
ever  returned. 

Mr.  Welles  who  currently 
resides  in  Ponchatoula,  Louisiana 
plans  to  attend  the  45  th 
anniversary  reunion  of  Stalag 
Luft  III  in  Norfolk,  Virginia 
this  April.  Regrettably  he  does 
not  have  any  more  of  his  medals 
left  for  sale. 
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Special  thanks  to  the 
allowing  "Kriegies"  who  helped 
ike  this  article  possible. 

)hn  E.  Welles,  Robert  C. 
.exander,  Earle  R.  Allen,  Wayne 
ligel,  Vernon  0.  Brack,  Gerald 
Carey,  William  F.  Dohm, 
larles  W.  Dunfee,  Jr.,  Dale  T. 
lens,  Lowell  C.  Hasler,  Chester 
Hoover,  Bart  W.  MacNeill, 
eve  P.  Odahowski,  Edward  W. 
>berts,  Gerald  L.  Smith,  Harry 
Will,  Jr. 

r ********** ********** *********** 

WNWA  AWARDS 

At  the  annual  NOW  Convention 
eakfast,  the  WNWA  Awards  were 
' ven  to  the  following  persons 
>r  their  will  written  stories 
'dch  appeared  in  the  1989  NOW 
1WS. 

t Place : A plaque  and  $100. 

rom  the  South  Shore  Coin  Club) 
;nt  to  Fred  Borgmann  for  his 
•tide  on  "Mitchell  Field 
idals".  Fred  announced  that  his 
tides  will  be  non-competitive 
1i  the  future. 

d Place : $50.  (from  the 

imismatic  Research  Society)  went 
• Glendora  Hauger  for  the 
tide  "The  Old  San  Franciscl 
nt". 

d Place : $25.  (from  the 

. lwaukee  Numismatic  Society  went 
> Harold  Helm  for  his  article 
rOLP"S  TAVERN". 

******************************* 
:ep  your  eyes  open  for  a new 

’ECIAL  AD  FOR  BUSINESS  CARDS  IN 
HR  NEXT  ISSUE  IN  THE  FALL. 


THE  GRAPEVINE" S LISTENING 

We  heard  that  Irene 
Neidinger  and  Daisy  Jackson  are 
under  the  weather.  Hurry  up  and 
get  well.  I bet  they  would  like 
to  hear  from  you. 

We  heard  that  Virgil  and 
Daisy  Jackson  celebrated  an 
Anniversary  and  Their  Birthdays 
in  the  month  of  May. 

We  heard  that  August  Jackson 
was  accepted  into  the  School  of 
Math  and  Science  in  Elgin,  IL. 
CONGRATULATIONS ! 

We  heard  that  Gene  and  Irene 
Johnson  are  going  on  a bus  tour 
to  Washington,  D.C.  Have  a good 
trip.  Don't  forget  to  send  us  a 
postcard . 

We  heard  that  Dick  and  Berny 
Anderson  had  a good  time  planning 
and  hosting  "The  Mystery  Dinner". 
Had  a good  time. 

We  heard  that  Phyllis 
Calkin's  BEARS  enjoyed  watching 
all  the  people  walking  around  the 
bourse  floor.  Do  you  suppose 
that  their  getting  some  ideas  on 
what  to  wear  for  next  years  show? 


The  GRAPEVINE'S  need  your 
help,  If  you  have  any  little 
tidbit,  let  us  know.  If  you  know 
of  anyone  who  is  sick,  a birthday 
or  anniversary,  any  good  news  or 
bad.  The  GRAPEVINE'S  want  to 
know.  Please  sent  to:  THE 
GRAPEVINE'S  LISTENING  % NOW  NEWS, 
3329  Wells  Avenue,  Madison,  WI 
53714.  THANK  YOU 


SEND  US  YOUR  NEWS  TODAY 


******************************* 
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ANA  ANA  ANA  ANA  ANA  ANA  ANA 

ANA  SUPPORTS  CORRECTION  OF  COSTLY 
IRS  REGULATIONS 

International  Revenue 
Service  regulations  requiring 
coin  and  bullion  dealers  to  spend 
an  average  of  $8.  to  complete 
paperwork  for  a 30 -cent  coin 
purchase  are  unreasonable  and 
should  be  corrected  or  repealed, 
according  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  (ANA) . 

ANA ' s board  of  governors 
approved  $1,000  in  funding  to 
assist  in  the  battle  against  the 
current  status  of  Treasury 
Regulation  6045,  ANA  feels  the 
dealer  reporting  regulations  as 
interpreted  by  the  IRS  are 
confusing,  and  impose  a harsh  and 
unreasonable  burden  on  coin 
dealers  and  collectors. 

ANA  Governor  and  Legislative 
Counsel  David  L.  Ganz  of  New  York 
said,  "Essentially,  the  IRS  takes 
the  position  — I think 
incorrectly  — that  the 
( reporting ) regulations  were 
intended  by  Congress  to  require 
the  issuance  of  a 1099-B  Form  to 
an  individual  dealer  or  collector 
who,  for  example,  sells  a 1964 
Roosevelt  dime  for  as  little  as 
30  cents.  The  average  cost  of 
the  dealer 1 s paperwork  for  such  a 
transaction  is  $8. 

"Erroneously,  many  people 
believe  the  regulations  only 
cover  purchases  and  sales  of 
bullion,  or  bullion-like  coins" 
Ganz  said.  "This  is  incorrect. 


Failure  to  file  a 1099-B  means  a 
fine  of  20%  of  the  amount 
received  or  $80,  plus  5%  per 
month  (25%  total)  penalty 
assessment  or  $20,  plus  interest 
of  16%  annually  for  3 years  or 
$48,  plus  a $50  penalty  for  not 
filing.  Dealers  can  face  $200  in 
fines  on  the  sale  of  a coin  that 
originally  netted  only  a $20 
profit. " 

Ganz  said  that  unless  coin 
dealers  are  specifically  exemted, 
they  are  required  to  report  the 
transactions  to  the  IRS  using 
"magnetic  media"  or  a computer 
tape.  "This  add  substantially  to 
the  cost  of  the  sale,"  he  said, 
and  adversely  affects  the  more 
than  3 million  collectors  in  the 
U.S. 

Dealers  in  Oregon  and  Utah 
already  have  experienced 

aggressive  auditing  of  their  coin 
sales  by  the  IRS,  and  sane  have 
said  the  action  could  force  many 
of  the  smaller  coin  dealers  out 
of  business. 

The  ANA  is  supporting  Senate 
Bill  S.  1349,  introduced  by  Sen. 
David  Pryor,  D- Arkansas,  which 
would  make  clear  the  reporting 
regulations  are  not  intended  to 
apply  to  coin  dealers,  collectors 
or  to  sales  made  before  the 
regulations  were  written  under 
the  1982  Tax  Equity  and  Fiscal 
Responsibility  Act. 

In  addition,  the  ANA  is 
offering  financial  and  moral 
support  in  the  lobbying  efforts 
of  the  Industry  Council  for 
Tangible  Assets  (IOTA)  to  repeal 
or  clarify  Treasury  Regulation 
6045  as  it  pertains  to  the 
numismatic  industry. 
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ICTA  estimates  the  cost  of  the 
lobbying  effort  will  reach 
$250,000. 

For  more  information  about 
iealer  regulations  or  the  ANA  - 
contact  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  818  North 
Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80903-3279. 

WA  ANA  ANA  ANA  ANA  ANA  ANA 


BAD  NEWS  FOR  THE  BAD  GUYS! 

WASHINGTON  D.C. 

Both  the  U.S.  Secret  Service 
.nd  the  FBI  are  using  gold  to 
ift  fingerprints  from  almost  any 
urface  including  the  adhesive 
ide  of  tape  — for  the  first 
ime  in  history.  This  gives 
errorists,  drug  dealers  and 
>ther  criminals  a real  problem 
ecause  "they  wrap  their  dope, 
ombs  and  counterfeit  money  with 
ape , " said  John  Piper  of  the 
'echnical  Security  Division  of 
he  U.S.  Secret  Service, 
ingerprints  become  visible  when 
ashed  with  a gold  solution, 
nhanced  with  a silver  bath.  The 
echnique  has  proven  effective  on 
ther  surfaces,  including 
omputer  floppy  disks,  credit 
ards,  bullet  cartridges  and  on 
et  and  dry  paper. 

THE  GOLD  INSTITUTE 


iaMlil&ilffi 


DICK’S  MYSTERY  DINNER 

31  hungry  people  met  at  the 
front  door  of  the  Paper  Valley 
Inn  at  5:30  P.M.  with  no  idea 
where  they  were  going.  IT  WAS  A 
WELL  KEPT  SECRET! 

We  all  boarded  the  yellow 
school  bus  at  6,  (which  was  a 
little  late).  We  had  a hard  time 
seeing  where  we  were  going 
because  of  the  rain.  We  headed 
over  the  Oneida  Skyline  Bridge 
and  25  bumpy  minutes  later,  we 
were  at  Sherwood,  WI,  at  a place 
called  the  Grainery.  It  was  a 
very  unique  place,  when  you  went 
in,  their  theme  was  wagons  and 
horses  all  around  the  walls. 

We  had  time  for  a cocktail 
or  two  while  waiting  for  our 
tables.  We  sat  around  three  sets 
of  tables.  Everything  was  dutch 
treat.  The  salad  bar  and  food 
was  fabulous.  What  a feast! 
Between  the  laughter  and  chatting 
and  eating  (of  course)  time  flew 
by  so  fast,  we  hated  to  see  it 
end . We  boarded  the  bus  again 
about  8:15  (in  the  rain)  and 
pulled  up  in  front  of  the  hotel 
by  9. 

I know  this  author  and  her 
husband  had  a great  time  and 
everyone  I talked  to,  agreed  with 
me.  In  my  opinion,  I would  like 
to  see  all  of  us  get  together 
every  year  for  a dinner  party  at 
some  restaurant,  so  we  can  have  a 
good  time  visiting  and  not  worry 
about  business . THANKS,  DICK  AND 
BERNY  FDR  A WONDERFUL  EVENING. 


********************************* 

DON ' T FORGET  TO  CHECK  OUT  THE 
BUSINESS  CARD  ADS. 


********************************* 
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numismatic 
research  society 


Presents 


31st  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

of  the 

Numismatists 
of  Wisconsin 

Oshkosh  Convention  Centre 

2 North  Main  Street 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin 

Saturday,  May  4 
and 

Sunday,  May  5,  1991 
Time:  9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

Free  Admission  to  Public 


For  More  Information  Write: 
Numismatic  Research  Society 
Box  254,  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin  54902 
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N.O.W.  CONVENTION  2010 

The  fiftieth  annual  N.O.W. 
Convention  was  declared  an  un- 
paralelled  success.  The  week 
long  event  boasted  650  bourse 
dealers.  Registered  visitors  to 
the  convention  fell  somewhat  shy 
of  the  200,000  estimate  with  only 
168,903  people  signing  in  at  the 
registration  booth  of  the  newly 
completed  Iola  Hilton  Hotel. 

A special  side-line  treat  of 
conventioneers  was  a special  tour 
of  the  new  8,000,000  square  foot 
Krause  Publications  complex. 

The  Iola  Zoo  also  proved  to 
be  a popular  stop  for  convention 
participants.  The  Iola  Zoo  is 
well  known  for  its  avirey  which 
features  many  rare  foul.  Among 
them  the  Red-Winged  Black  Bird  & 
the  all  but  extinct  North  Ameri- 
can Crow.  The  Iola  Zoo  also 
boasts  the  largest  heard  of  White 
Tailed  Deer  in  the  world six! 

N.O.W.  News  Editor  Gerald 
Johnson  III  reported  that  as  of 
next  year,  the  monthly  journal 
will  be  bound  in  hard  cover.  He 
explained  that  this  move  was  pos- 
sible with  the  revenues  which 
were  being  collected  from  the 
100,000  plus  dues-paying  members. 

N.O.W.  Secretary  Rollie  Fin- 
ner  IV  reported  that  the  winners 
for  the  four  Board  of  Governors 
seats  were  captured  by  Samuel  F. 
Voecks,  J0J0  Jones,  Terra  Belle 
Mishler  and  A.P.  (Del)  Bertschy, 
who  recently  celebrated  his  114th 
birthday. 

Sixty-eight  scholarship  re- 
cipients to  the  A.N.A.  summer 
seminar  were  named  by  the  W.Y.N. 
committee . 

In  other  business  matters, 
the  2011  convention  was  awarded 
to  the  Omro  Numismatic  Society. 


It  was  decided  to  approach  the 
Numismatic  Club  of  Iron  Ridge  in 
an  effort  to  have  the  2012  meet 
in  the  Milwaukee  suberbs. 

The  NOW  auction  drew  nearly 
50,000  bidders.  Competition  on 
the  floor  was  keen  with  special 
emphasis  on  ancient  coins.  In 
that  category,  an  about  good  to 

food  1799  Bust  Dollar  brought 
2,100  over  its  $45,000  estimate. 
Other  highlights  in  the  ancient 
section  included  a British  cart- 
wheel penny  with  a readible  date 
fetching  only  $925.00  just  over 
the  bullion  value.  An  unretouch- 
ed photo  of  an  1804  Dollar  was 
bid  to  $7,200  and  the  hole  from 
an  1807  Quarter  Eagle  fetched 
$943.00  in  spirited  bidding. 

In  the  medieval  section,  a 
Half-Dime  with  arrows  1853  in  Au 
led  the  pace  with  an  $88,000  bid. 
Other  notables  in  this  section 
included  an  1859  Canadian  Cent  in 
Fine  which  was  knocked  down  at 
$1635.00  and  an  I883  CC  Dollar  in 
the  original  GSA  case  at  $9,000. 

Modern  coins  showed  great 
strength  with  a hairlined  proof 
40$  silver  Bi-Centennial  Ike 
bringing  $5,272.00.  An  original 
roll  of  1964  Peace  Dollars  was 
sold  for  $362,000.  A 1983  D cent 
roll  brought  $4,132.00. 

Error  collectors  were  there 
in  force  to  bid  on  the  ultra  rare 
$100,00  Federal  Reserve  Note 
which  was  printed  over  the  new 
card-board  dollar  planchet.  It 
sold  at  an  amasing  $419,000.00. 

A complete  set  of  Wisconsin 
trap-tags  brought  $8,482.00  and 
a 1974  N.O.W.  medal  in  bronze 
fetched  $1,025.00. 

Grand-daddy  of  the  auction 
was  the  seldom  seen  1927  St.  Gaud 
ens  Double  Eagle.  The  coin  was 
sold  for  $652,000.00. 


TO  CELEBRATE  OUR  30TH  ANNIVERSARY,  WE'RE  REPRINTING  THIS  ARTICLE 
FROM  FEBRUARY  OF  1976.  I HOPE  YOU  ENJOY  IT.  THE  AUTHOR  IS 

UNKNOWN. 
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1873  - A NUMISMATIC  YEAR 
Dave  Hunsicker  - WNWA 

Most  numismatists  are 
interested  when  there  is  a change 
made  in  the  coinage  system.  The 
year  1873  was  a year  that  saw 
many  changes,  some  good,  sane  not 
so  good.  The  "Coinage  Act  of 
1873"  revised  and  amended  the 
laws  relative  to  the  mints,  assay 
offices  and  coinage  of  the  United 
States . 

1873  was  the  year  that 

several  coins  had  their  last 
mintage . The  two  cent  piece , 

well  known  as  the  first  U.S.  coin 
to  carry  the  motto  "In  God  We 
Trust",  ended  with  a low  mintage, 
proof  only  issue.  First  issued 
in  1864,  it  soon  outlived  its 
usefulness. 

The  trime,  as  the  silver 

three  cent  piece  was  originally 
known,  also  lost  its  life.  It 
was  created  as  a direct  result  of 
a reduction  in  the  nations  first 
class  postage  rates,  from  5C  to 
3C  in  1851.  It  started  out  as  a 
very  popular  coin  with  mintages 
in  the  millions,  however  in  1873 
it  ended  with  600  proof  only 

coins . 

Another  victim  of  the  Act 
was  the  half  dime.  The  death  of 
this  coin  could  be  blamed  on  the 
shield  nickel  which  had  already 
been  issued  for  7 years. 

To  add  to  the  sadness  of  the 
loss  for  the  above  coins , one 
more  major  denomination  was  ended 
the  Liberty  Seated  Dollar. 
Issued  by  3 mints  in  its  last 
year,  It  was  a real  loss  to  have 
this  large,  beautifully  designed 
coin  by  Christian  Gobreacht  cone 


to  an  end.  It  would  take  5 years 
before  this  denomination  would 
come  back  with  the  Morgan  silver 
dollar  issue. 

There  is  even  mystery  to  the 
year  1873.  The  San  Francisco 
mint  struck  700  1873-S  seated 

Liberty  silver  dollars,  however 
none  are  known  to  exist.  Theory 
has  that  they  were  all  melted  as 
they  were  deemed  "obsolete"  after 
the  Coinage  Act. 

Even  though  there  was  a 
great  loss  in  coin  denominations 
for  1873,  all  was  not  bad.  The 
very  attractive  Trade  Dollar  was 
first  issued  to  compete  with 
other  trade  coins  of  the  day  in 
the  Orient.  The  concern  for  the 
export  dollar  was  not  looked  at 
for  the  next  5 years,  after  which 
the  trade  dollar  saw  proofs  only. 

For  the  numismatist,  coin 
varieties  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
dime,  quarter  and  half  dollar 
were  created  when  arrows  were 
added  to  the  date.  These  arrows 
were  placed  to  denote  an  increase 
in  weight.  All  3 denominations 
were  also  issued  without  arrows 
which  included  a variety.  In  the 
Philadelphia  mintage  there  was  an 
"Open  3"  and  "Closed  3"  variety 
which  also  extended  to  all  the 
gold  coins  of  1873  except  the 
eagles . 

The  "Coinage  Act"  of 
February  12,  1873  also  made  the 
motto  "E.  PLURIBUS  UNUM"  a 
requirement  of  law  upon  the  coins 
of  the  United  States.  A search 
will  reveal,  however,  that  it 
does  not  appear  on  all  coins 
struck  after  1873,  and  not  until 
much  later  were  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  followed  in  their 
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entirety.  It  appears  that 
officials  did  not  consider  the 
provisions  of  the  law  mandatory, 
but  rather  discretionary. 

It  can  be  seen  that  1873  was 
truly  an  active  year  for  the 
numismatist. 

********************************* 
DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Coolidge  was  the  first  president 
to  appear  on  a coin  during  his 
life  time. 

Horse  Power,  as  well  as  Human 
Power,  was  used  to  produce  coins 
at  the  Mint  until  1816. 

What  is  "Pin-Money"?  Pin  Money 
was  originated  during  our 
Continental  days  - 1776  to  about 
1788,  when  the  paper  money  issued 
by  the  Continental  Congress  was 
printed  on  thick  cardboard- 
like paper.  These  notes  easily 
broke  when  folded  so  they  were 
pinned  together  to  hold,  and  that 
was  when  and  how  the  word  "Pin- 
Money"  originated. 

ASK  A SILLY  QUESTION?,;? 

HOW  MUCH  DOES  ONE  MILLION  DOLLARS 
REALLY  WEIGHT? 

One  million  in  $20  bills  weights 
100  pounds  and  can  be  stashed  in 
a 30"xl6"x8"  suitcase.  In  $50 
bills  the  load  lightens  to  40 
pounds  and  halfway  fills  a 21" 
carry-on  case.  In  $100  bills 
your  fortune  weighs  a mere  20 
pounds  and  fits  into  a breifcase. 

Courtesy  of  COIN  WORLD  and  RACINE 
NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY. 


COIN  CLUB  NEWS 

Bob  Korsec  made  a motion 
that  $100.00  be  allocated  to 
purchase  numismatic  items  (penny 
& nickel  boards)  to  be  given  to 
4th  & 5th  graders  attending  a 
Coin  Collecting  Seminar  at  the 
South  55th  St.  School.  Passed. 
John  Wilson  will  be  presenting  a 
four  session  Coin  Collecting 
Seminar  during  "High  Interest 
Day"  at  the  school. 

From  South  Shore  Sheckel  Searcher 

The  Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & 
Stamp  Club  on  July  12th  at  7:30 
PM  will  have  a tour  (for  30 
people)  of  the  main  Post  Office 
in  downtown  Milwaukee. 

From  Kettle  Moraine  Newsletter 

The  annual  Madison  Coin  Club 
Show  was  a booming  success.  An 
estimated  1200-1500  people 

attended  and  from  all  reports 
everyone  was  pleased.  A record 
number  of  both  dealers  and  a 
record  number  (53)  tables  made 
this  years  show  one  to  be  proud 
of. 

From  Madison  Coin  Club  Newsletter 

********************************* 

MEMO  MEMO  MEMO 

For  anyone  planning  a trip  this 
summer  or  early  fall  to  the 
Ottawa  area,  stop  at  the  Canadian 
Royal  Mint  and  spend  an  hour  or 
so  viewing  the  Jean  Bullen 
Collection.  Its  rated  the  best 
assembled  Canadian  Collection  by 
an  individual.  It  will  be  at  the 
mint  until  sometime  this  fall. 
Be  sure  to  call  for  reservations. 
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GLOBAL  COLLECTION  CELEBRATES  THE  SAVE  THE  CHILDREN  FUND 

To  commemorate  the  70th  Anniversary  of  The  save  the  Children  Fund  the 
British  Royal  Mint  is  participating  in  a new  international  program  of  legal 
tender  coins  from  countries  around  the  world.  Founded  in  1919,  The  Save  the 
Children  Fund  is  an  independent  voluntary  organization  dedicated  to 
fostering  conditions  in  which  children  can  grow  to  a healthy  maturity 
irrespective  of  nationality,  race  or  creed. 

These  coins  will  be  offered  for  sale  directly  by  the  Royal  Mint. 
Currently  twelve  countries  have  announced  their  intention  to  be  a part  of 
the  celebration  including:  Botswana,  Gambia,  Tanzania,  Indonesia,  Nepal, 

Oman  and  Sierra  Leone  in  gold  and  silver.  Caymen  Islands,  Mongolia,  Zambia, 
Falkland  Islands  and  the  Philippines  in  silver  only.  Agreements  are  being 
negotiated  with  other  countries. 

The  exquisite  reverse  designs  of  this  delightful  collection  portray 
children  in  a happy  and  secure  environment,  which  is  the  ultimate  goal  of 
The  Save  the  Children  Fund.  The  obverses  feature  either  the  national 
coinage  symbol  or  the  portrait  of  the  Head  of  State . Each  coin  in  the 
collection  is  accompanied  by  a Certificate  of  Authenticity  attesting  to  its 
legal  tender  status,  specification  and  mintage,  together  with  information 
about  the  country  and  the  scene  depicted  on  the  coin. 

Only  3,000  frosted  22-karat  gold  proof  and  20,000  sterling  silver 
frosted  proof  coins  of  each  of  these  countries  have  been  authorized  for 
worldwide  distribution. 

Prices  for  The  Save  the  Children  Fund  70th  Anniversary  Collections  are: 
Gold  Proof  Collection  (each  coin)  $395.00  (US)  $476.00  (CAN) 

Silver  Proof  Collection  (each  coin)  $ 49.50  (US)  $ 60.25  (CAN) 

Orders  and  inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the  British  Royal  Mint,  P.O.  Box 
2570,  Woodside,  NY  11377-9864. 

************************************** 


GAMBIA 

30  Dalasis 

Composition:  Silver  .925 

Diameter  (mm):  38.61 

Weight  (grams):  28.28 


************** 


************************ 
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OTES  FROM  GENE  JOHNSON: 

CENTRAL  STATES  SPINOFFS 

hile  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Convention  this  spring  didn't 
reate  a huge  financial  benefit  for  the  South  Shore  Coin  Club  (in  relation 
o the  work  involved)  it  did  create  several  things  with  a potential  for 
asting  impact  on  Wisconsin  Numismatics.  FIRST:  Everyone  should  own  a copy 
f Neil  Shafer's  nice  booklet  "Banknotes,  Script  and  Paper  Ephemera  of 
ilwaukee" ! It's  loaded  with  photos  of  Federal,  State,  City  and  oddball 
aper  collectables  from  Wisconsin's  big  town.  The  book  was  written  by  Neil, 
nd  sponsored  by  Central  States  and  the  South  Shore  Coin  Clubs.  Ralph 
inquist  has  a supply  of  this  dandy  book  at  a reasonable  price.  SECOND: 
ahn  and  Nancy  Wilson  were  "at  it"  again,  this  time  printing  a 12  page 
Introduction  to  Numismatics".  This  8h  x 11  inch  computer  generated  handout 
3 full  of  Club  Info,  reference  book  lists,  buyers  beware  cautions, 
acommendations  on  publications  and  auction  houses,  (NOW  Past  President  Kurt 
rueger  is  recommended),  Club  addresses,  Federal  booklets  and  much  more, 
le  Wilsons  have  a small  supply  of  these  that  can  be  obtained  by  sending  a 
irge  double  stamped  envelope  (SASE)  50C  postage  to:  P.0.  BOX  27185, 
Llwaukee,  WI  53227.  In  keeping  with  this  well  run  major  convention,  the 
3NS  medals,  name  tags,  and  handouts  were  exceptional,  and  reflect  a great 
:ganizational  effort  by  the  South  Shore  Coin  Club. 

CHET  KRAUSE  NAMED  1990  WSBP 

ie  recognition  that  Chet  Krause  "The  Businessman"  has  long  deserved  has 
.nally  become  a reality  in  the  Spring  of  1990.  Chet  was  named  Wisconsin 
lall  Businessman  of  the  Year,  and  was  splashed  over  the  front  pages  of  the 
.tiger  State  Newspapers.  Not  that  Chet  has  not  received  MEDIA  coverage 
!;fore,  our  personal  scrapbook  is  filled  with  nice  newspaper  stories  about 
'iet  that  have  been  published  over  the  past  30  years,  but  it  took  until  this 
;>ring  for  the  government  bureaucracy  to  finally  recognize  this  grass  roots 
(trepreneur.  The  Numismatic  hobby  has  honored  Krause  manv  times,  long  ago 
<et  was  forced  to  remove  and  store  all  but  a few  select  numismatic 
ipreciation  plaques  and  awards  that  jammed  his  office  walls.  It  will 
lease  NOW  members  to  know  among  these  selected  treasures  is  a appreciation 
card  designed  by  past  NOW  secretary  Harry  Collins.  We  in  Wisconsin 
fmismatics  are  so  close  to  Chet  that  we  take  for  granted  that  he  would  be  a 
frsonally  caring  and  involved  manager  to  his  200  plus  employees,  we  take 
ir  granted  he  would  nurture  and  support  the  volitant  cycling  numismatic 
Ibby  with  his  personal  time  and  corporate  resources,  and  as  true  friends 
tnd  to  do,  we  often  take  for  granted  the  humor,  warmth,  and  personal 
cgnity  of  this  exceptional  man.  Cliff  Mishler  spoke  for  all  who  know  Chet 
ven  He  said  "Chet  stands  out  as  the  Small  Businessman  of  the  year,  for  this 
c any  other  year". 
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NUMISMATISTS  OF 
WISCONSIN 


President 
Michael  Tramte 
1019  Alpine  Dr. 
Green  Bay,  WI  54311 

Vice  President 
Fred  Borgmann 
Krause  Pub . Bldg . 
Iola,  WI  54990 


Past  President 
Robert  Van  Ryzin 
329^  Granite  St. 
Waupaca,  WI  54981 

Editor 

Peter  Phillips 
3329  Wells  Ave. 
Madison,  WI  53714 


Sec./Treas. 

Ron  Calkins 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 


Nancy  Wilson 
P.O.  Box  27185 
Milwaukee,  WI  53227 


Board  of  Governors 

Jerome  Binsfeld 
P.O.  Box  191 

Pleasant  Prairie,  WI  53158 


Ron  Calkins 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 


Randy  Miller 
P.O.  Box  254 
Oshkosh,  WI  54902 

Roy  Jonas 

7511  N.  Shore  Dr. 

Oconomowoc,  WI  53066 

Tan  Snyder 

2028  N.  113th  St. 

Wauwatosa,  WI  53226 


Peter  Phillips 
3329  Wells  Ave. 
Madison,  WI  53714 

Dick  Anderson 
436  Nicolet  Blvd. 
Menasha,  WI  54942 

Tom  Fruit 

2380  Pinecrest  Lane 
Green  Bay,  WI  54303 


Tom  Casper 

3581  S.  75th  St. 

Milwaukee,  WI  53220 

Cliff  Manthe 
303  Superior  Ave. 
Tomah,  WI  54660 

Harold  Helm 
119  W.  9th  Ave. 
Oshkosh,  WI  54901 


The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  shall  be  to  encourage  and  promote 
interest  in  numismatics;  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin 
coin  collectors  and  the  state's  coin  clubs,  as  well  as  collectors  of  other 
states;  and  to  encourage  and  assist  new  collectors  and  coin  clubs.  All  re- 
sources of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these  objectives. 
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ANDERSON’S 

186  Main,  Menasha,  Wl  54952 
Phone  414-722-5461 

Dick  and  Berny  Anderson 

Paying  Top  Prices  For  Older  Proof  Sets 

Plus  Singles  & Estates 

Not  Just  A Slogan  But  Guaranteed  Results! 

1 . We  are  consistently  buying  at  coin  shows. 

2.  Since  1960  we  have  received  collections  that  were 
bid  on  a competitive  basis. 

3.  We  never  pass  up  a small  or  large  collection. 

4.  If  you  have  any  U.S.  proof  sets  or  coins  for  sale,  we 
would  appreciate  you  stopping  by  our  table  at  any 
coin  show,  or  just  drop  us  a line. 

ANA  LM  1110,  NOW  LM  12 
Bank  Reference  - First  National  Bank,  Menasha,  Wl 


Collecting  Since  1956 
A Major  Buying  Force  For  Over  A Decade 


AmericonNumismatic 
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When  You 
Want  To  Sell, 


I am  continually  traveling  to  buy  rare  coins  and  related 
items.  I am  in  special  need  of  choice  type  coins,  rare  gold  and 
recently  certified  material.  Entire  collections  and  estates  are 
especially  wanted.  If  you  are  an  attorney,  a banker,  a 
collector  or  hoarder  I want  to  include  you  on  my  itinerary. 


It’s  Good  To 
Have  A Choice. . . 

. . . It’s  Great  To 
Make  The  Right  One 


^rt 

<for75iscriminatinj  Collect 


'ors 


160  N . Washington  Street 
Iola,  Wisconsin  54945 
(715)  445-3845 
FAX  (715)445-4100 
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